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I was recently asked what the 
highlight of this year has been. 

What a difficult question to answer 
when you consider how much has 
gone on since September! The 
choir winning at the Cheltenham 
Festival of Performing Arts? Billy 
travelling the world as part of 
the GB para table tennis team? 
The impressive amount raised 
for charity this year through 
various fund-raising activities? 
The wonderful production of 
Hairspray? The assembly to raise 
awareness about the Malala ‘tie 
day’? Lucy winning at the BIG 
School Cake Challenge? Year 
10 boys in the winning Maths 
Challenge team? The Rotary Lunch 
for Senior Citizens? The Art of 
Science event? The Open Evening 
following the completion of the 
building project? The feedback 
from our visitors who always 
comment on the positivity of our 
students and staff, and their pride 
in Maidenhill? ….The list goes on 

and on, and is certainly too long to 
mention everything here.

Suffice to say, this year has 
provided an impressive range of 
activities and events, in addition 
to the ‘normal’ curriculum. I thank 
staff for their time and energy, and 
students for their participation 
in events, particularly for their 
commitment to activities that have 
spanned the year. 

Congratulations are indeed due 
to our Year 9 students who have 
met and exceeded the challenging 
targets they were set for the end 
of their Key Stage 3. Our Year 11 
must be commended for their 
final year at Maidenhill proving 
themselves to be excellent role 
models to our younger students 
and great ambassadors for 
Maidenhill. Their commitment to 
their studies has been impressive.

Mrs Wilson - Headteacher

Headteacher’s Update Student Leaders
2014-2015

One of my most 
pleasurable, but most 

difficult tasks each year is to 
decide upon the two Student 
Leaders for each Learning 
Community. Staff are asked 
to nominate students who 
they believe have the skills 
and attributes to become 
student leaders and those 
students are invited to apply 
for this important role. 
The interview stage is then 
conducted by myself and 
the Learning Community 
Leader thus replicating the 
application process that exists 
in the ‘real world’. Fortunately 
the Year 10 students 
had each experienced a 
‘mock interview’ the week 
before when members of 
the business community, 
represented by managers and 
directors of local firms and 
companies were in school. 
The experience had clearly 
paid off and all the  students 
should be commended for the 
way in which they presented 
themselves. 

My congratulations go to all 
nominees and in particular 
to those who were given the 
posts: 

Doverow
Shauna Rennolds
Bram Bax-Pratt

Haresfield
Lauren Hogan
Shannon Tyrell

Frocester
James Ferguson

Kelsey Roche

Rodborough
Harrison Clifford

Lamorran Trevenna
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Nathan Marks joins
Swindon Town Academy

Former student leader Nathan 
Marks has been signed up 

by Swindon Town on a two-year 
football academy scholarship. 

He will get the chance to  play 
football full-time and study at 
Swindon College, where he will 
study Level 3 NVQ Achieving 
Excellence in Sports Performance. 

He said: “Though I will have to 
move to Swindon in July, this is 
a fantastic opportunity for me 
to hopefully gain a professional 
contract at the end of the two 
years. Swindon Town have already 
given me great experiences so 
far and this is where the hard 
work really starts for me to try 
and achieve my dream of playing 
professional football. 

Nathan started his football career 
at the age of 7 and he then went 
on to play for King’s Stanley, who 
put him forward for trials for the 
Mid-Glos representative team. He 
joined Swindon Town at the age of 
10 and toured in South Korea and 
Holland. Last summer he took part 
in the Milk Cup Tournament. 

Nathan has also played at the home 
grounds of Manchester United, 
Arsenal, Chelsea, Tottenham, 
Everton, Liverpool and Aston Villa. 

Recently, in our year 10 English 
classes with Miss Kedward, 

we have been looking at extending 
our writing. We came across a 
news article about David Cameron 
introducing the ‘Point Of Light 
Award’ scheme – a daily prize for 
inspirational Brits who have done 
something extraordinary. We all 
discussed this as a class and 
decided to have a go ourselves.  
We were all told to highlight the 
key points of information and the 
most important points to help us 
understand what to put in our 
letters.

For this project I have chosen to 
nominate my mother. We all had to 
choose our own hero and explain in 
bullet points roughly why we had 
chosen this person. We did this to 
help us to extend our writing for 
when we come to draft out the first 
letter. 

I nominated my mother because 
she has done everything for me and 
she has brought me up alone as my 
father sadly passed away.  So she 
has been a strong enough person 
to look after herself and me. I feel 
she would be very pleased that I 
have chosen to nominate her, and it 
would bring a smile to her face! 

When completing the letter 
I considered connectives to 
make my writing more fluent 
and sophisticated.  I also used 
vocabulary to communicate ideas, 
thought, and emotions to those 
around us. This is also good practice 
for our exams in the future as it will 
give us a idea of what is expected 
when writing a letter.

By Cody Bowkett - 10DDG

Inspirational Brits 
Writing Competition

Student Leaders pictured with Mrs Wilson



Houses of Parliament here we come!

On Thursday 8th May the 
members of the school 

council and some of Mr Rome’s 
History group went on a visit 
to The Houses of Parliament 
in London.  Mr Rome and Mrs 
Ward came along to enjoy the 
experience.

The students left the school 
grounds at 8:30am and walked 
down to the local train station. 
It was a very busy and fun day as 
the students and teachers got 
a tour around Parliament. They 
were able to get a sneak peek in 
the House of Commons and the 
House of Lords.

4 5
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Day visit to Boulogne

On Saturday 17th May, 40 
students from year 7 and 

10, along with 6 teachers, set off 
bright and early to spend a day 
in Boulogne. The journey was a 
long one by coach from Maidenhill 
to Dover, then by ferry to Calais 
before a short onward drive to the 
picturesque fishing port on the 
northern coast of France. The ferry 
trip was particularly enjoyable as 
we had a sunny day and a calm sea.

When we arrived in the town, we 
were able to visit the older, walled 
town before walking past a variety 
of interesting shops and along the 
harbour side to visit Nausicaä, a 
sea-life centre. Later, we had a 
meal in the sunshine on the terrace 
of a French restaurant, before 
returning to the ferry for the 

journey home. Although it was a 
very long day, everyone had a really 
good time and wouldn’t hesitate to 
recommend it to other students. 

Here’s what students had to say 
about the visit:
‘’When we got to (Boulogne) France, 
we walked to the old town….It was 
beautiful!’’ (Samuel Banks)

‘’The aquarium was fantastic, there 
were all sorts of fish like swordfish and 
the seal show was amazing; I loved 
some of the tricks they did. ’’ (Sophie 
Wilkins)

‘’The restaurant that we went to was 
on a corner. It was red and the sign 
was in gold writing…We sat outside; 
it was really relaxing as we had the 
sun on our backs. The meal was 
delicious!’’ (Imogen Louks)

On Saturday 17th of May 
most of year 7 went on a 

beautiful trip to the lovely town of 
Boulogne. At first we had to wake 
up at 3.45am and then we all met 
each other at school. We headed 
down to Dover and boarded our 
ferry.

      I was in a group with Sam and Tyler. 
We  went on to the top deck and 
we saw the sea. The sea was blue 
and shimmering in the distance. 

     We drove to Boulogne and walked 
round the town and took photos 
of the lovely cake stalls and castle 
that surrounded the town. 
Then we walked down to the Sea 
Life Centre. It was amazing. 
There were lots of fish and turtles 
and sharks. Then we went to see 
the penguin and sea lion show. 
That was cool. I even stroked a ray!

     Afterwards, we walked to the local 
restaurant and we all had a meal 
with chicken, carrots, chips and 
green beans. For dessert we had 
a chocolate mousse with flump 
(marshmallow). We then walked 
back to the coach and drove to 
Calais where we got on to our ferry. 
We got off the ferry and went back 
on the coach. We all fell asleep as 
we were so tired…it had been a 
long day.  We arrived home safely 
at 12.30 am.

If I had the chance to go again, 
I would be so happy to relive the 
experience because it was very 
interesting and good fun being with 
my friends in a foreign country. 
The only bad thing about the trip 
was that the journeys were tiring, 
but we couldn’t get there without 
the journey. The last thing I want to 
say is thank you to all the teachers 
that took us.

Liam Stoner - 7FDH

Boulogne

In May, 47 year 10 students 
made the journey to Margam 

Field Studies centre in South 
Wales. An early start at 7am and 
a return at 7pm ensured a packed 
day of data collection. After a short 
introductory session in the Field 
Studies centre we travelled to 
Newton to begin our data collection. 
Students collected details of hard 
and soft engineering techniques 
for protecting the Porthcawl area 
from flooding. We were lucky 
to have a sunny day, although 
some parts of the coastline were 
very windy – due to the aspect of 
the coast. Armed with flood risk 
surveys, environmental surveys, 

The students were able to ask 
questions to Geoffrey Clifton 
Brown as they had their own little 
election. Although the students 
had a thrilling tour of the Houses 
of Parliament they also went to 
Trafalgar Square to have their 
lunch and some took pictures as 
souvenirs. 

Afterwards, all the students came 
together in order to make their 
way back to the station. All the 
students commented that the 
underground was an “interesting” 
experience! 

By the time we all got back to the 
train station, ready to get back 
to Stonehouse, everyone was 
very tired after such a full day. 
The teachers and students made 
it back to school at approximately 
5:30pm.

Owen Osborne - 7DHH

Year 10 Geography Field visit

sketches, land use maps and photos 
we returned for a final session to 
Margam. Students are currently 

presenting their data as part of 
their Geography GCSE Controlled 
Assessment. 
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Young Chefs
On Friday 6th June I 

participated in preparing 
canapés for the official opening 
of the Apperley Centre which is 
the 6th form for the Shrubberies 
School. This was a very enjoyable 
experience that I feel pushes me to 
do things like this in my design and 
technology classes.

The other year 7s who were 
alongside me in this event made 
the spring rolls, banoffee pies, feta 
bites, chicken tikka, cucumber bites 
and sausage rolls, whereas I made 
the mini sponge cakes, salmon 
billinis and apple and almond 
pastries. I couldn’t help with all 
the canapés as there wasn’t enough 
time in the day.

As you can tell, we made a variety 
of different foods to suit people’s 
diets, likes and dislikes. We also 

had to think about presentation. 
To do this we added a garnish, for 
example: with the sausage rolls we 
added a salad and with the sponge 
cakes we added mint leaves and 
icing sugar. We also wanted our 
food to have a sophisticated look 
as it was an important evening. 
Hygiene was vital as we were 
cooking for guests.

Throughout the day I found serving 
the hardest, primarily because 
I was nervous about spilling 
something or getting something 
wrong so I joined Miss Fry in the 
kitchen refilling the slates.

Overall it was a fantastic 
experience that I would love to do 
again. I feel very proud of the year 
7s and 9s that participated.

Mollie Brown - 7RCT

Space Food

On Friday 6th June The UK 
Space Agency launched a 

competition for school children 
between the ages of 7 and 14 to 
design a British-inspired, balanced 
and exciting meal for British 
ESA astronaut Tim Peake to eat 
during his 6 month mission to the 
International Space Station (ISS).

The winning contestants will be 
invited to develop their ideas 
further with celebrity chef Heston 
Blumenthal, and these ideas will 
be turned into real space food 
that will be launched to the ISS. 
They will also be invited to an event 
that will include a live link up with 
Tim during his stay on the ISS.

Tim said “This is a great 
opportunity to get people thinking 

about nutrition and healthy eating. 
I’m really excited that I’ll be able to 
eat a ‘Great British Space Dinner’ 
on-board the space station and 
for me it will be a very special link 
back to planet Earth!  I think that 
by blending the creativity from the 
competition and Heston’s expertise 
we can produce something that 
is not just fun, healthy and tasty 
but also food that will be really 
important for the future of space 
travel.”
 
Four groups of year 7 food 
technology students have entered 
their meals into the competition.

Maidenhill School has an 
after school club and it is 

called Extra Time Club. It is very 
helpful when students need help 
with homework. The Learning 
Support Assistants who run the 
club are Ms Boon, Miss Bone, Mrs 
Darlow and Mrs Humphries and 
they will help the students when 
they need it. Also, if the students 
don’t have homework, then they 
can go on BBC Bitesize and My 
Maths. Students can go and talk to 
the teachers and they can go to the 
library if they need to. Students can 
ask for sheets to help them with 
literacy skills. At four o’ clock they 
have drinks and biscuits and then 
go home. 

I have been a homework club 
member for three years and 
everyone there is so helpful. 
They have helped me with my 
revision and my homework and 
I have made friends. I am happy 
that I am going there because it is 
helping me with mock exams and 
it helps me with the tests that I am 
doing. Also they have helped  me 
with my confidence. They helped 
me with my spelling too. Also, I 
can talk to the Learning Support 
Assistants if I am upset or just want 
to know something and they will 
help me work it out. If I am stuck on 
a piece of homework the Learning 
Support Assistants will give me 
some ideas to help me.

I asked a homework club member 
how they have felt about homework 
club and they said that homework 
club is helpful. They also said that 
they would recommend homework 
club to new students. 

Emma Hickman - 10FCN

Homework 
Club

SPORT
Cricket
Our year 9 cricket team 
have been training hard 
and had several fixtures 
this term. The team’s 
victory against Archway 
school was fantastic. 
Well done.

Rounders
It’s been another busy term in PE with the year 7 rounders team winning 
against Katherine Lady Berkley and Sir William Romney.  All teams have 
worked really hard in preparation for matches and tournaments.

Prince of Wales Athletics – 25th June 2014
Bradley Hay in year 8 achieved first place in long jump at the Prince of 
Wales Athletics competition. Joe Oliver achieved 2nd place in the triple 
jump and Jordan Hodges achieved third place in the 100m. All competitors 
were a credit to themselves and the school. The students and staff would 
also like to thank Sharon Callanan, who is a parent who helps out in the 
PE department with many fixtures and extra-curricular activities; Emily 
Chandler from year 11, for giving her time to support our students; and 
Matt Turl, a former student of Maidenhill for his assistance and support in 
and out of lessons.

Tournament Triumph
Around 15 weeks ago I was selected 
to take part in an all-day touch rugby 
tournament at Hartpury College. 

In order to attend this event and be 
selected for the team I had to be at 
all, or as many sessions as possible 
beforehand, showing commitment 
to the sport. It was useful having 
previous knowledge of rugby as 
we only started preparing for the 
tournament a week beforehand.

This was a very big event to be 
chosen for, as there were many girls 
from years 7, 8 and 9 able to attend. 
Various schools from all around the 
county took part, putting pressure 
on our team to do well. We thought 
carefully about teamwork and 
the line-up (where each individual 
player was best positioned on the 
pitch).

We left during tutor time by mini-
bus, arriving less than an hour later 
and being restricted to a section of 
field to warm up and prepare for the 
following matches. 

In total, we played approximately 
five matches, achieving a mix of 
wins, draws and unfortunate tough 
losses.

Tia Allen (12) quotes, “I also felt 
honoured to be selected to take part 
in this competition. Representing 
Maidenhill for the first time since 
joining the school was great fun!”

To conclude, our team felt very 
proud of our achievement. I hope to 
represent the school on many more 
occasions in the future.

Fatima Benchikh - 7REW

Sports Leaders June 2014
DOVEROW
Jacob Shilton
Alice Knight
Jess Bull

FROCESTER
Molly Cremins
Megan Ford
Max Gomer
Jordan Marks

HARESFIELD
Oli Counter
Gabbi Cooke
Skye Brownlow

RODBOROUGH
Ryan Hurn
Nathan Lord
Eleanor Banks
Tara Wilson
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Year 9 Dragons

During terms 3-5 year 9 
worked in design teams 

of 4-5 students to create 
large, painted dragon banners 
measuring 2 x1.5 metres. They 
spent time researching the animal 
resemblances of Chinese dragons 
and created their own individual 
designs before agreeing on a final 
format taking the ‘best’ ideas 
and solutions from each student. 
Every student took responsibility 
for a skill or part of the final piece 
and each team appointed a team 
leader to ensure the smooth 
running of their group’s project. 

Students were asked to review and 
reflect upon effective group work 
throughout the project and to vote 
for the best team worker in their 
group on completion. 

These are a few of their written 
comments:
The best team worker in our group 
was Amber because she had really 
good ideas and she never complained. 
She was up to any challenge and 
helped everybody.  
River

Our group worked well, which meant 
that our dragon was good. We didn’t 
argue over details, but came to 
compromised decisions. My drawing 
of the head and our choice of the 
contrasting background made the 
dragon stand out. I took charge being 
the only girl, but hope I wasn’t too 
‘bossy’. The best team member in my 
group was Ollie, although it was a 
hard decision as they all tried hard but 
Ollie painted right from the beginning 
to end. He kept morale up by 
making us laugh!
Aeryn

The best team worker was 
Annabel because she got on 
with the job; she didn’t argue. 
She produced some amazing 
work and I really enjoyed 
having her in my group. 
Also if something went 
wrong she knew what to do.
Megan

I think Kyle was the best team 
worker in our group because he 
helped us out a lot and showed 
good skills with painting. 
He was also very organised.
Jordan

The best team worker was Daisy 
because she just got on with 
everything, completed every job she 
was asked to do and did a good job on 
the scales and tail.  
Missy

The best team worker in our group 
was Missy because she was here all 
the time and helped people when they 
were doing things badly.
Oliver

I think River is the best team member 
because she was very good at 
organising us all and if we didn’t all 
agree she would come up with a 
solution for it all to work.
Molly

The best team worker in our team 
was Emily because she made sure 
everyone in the group had a job and 
she gave some really good ideas! 
Hope

The best team worker in our group 
was Ryan because he had amazing 
ideas and was always calm. 
Tara

Term 6 has been very busy 
particularly for year 10s.

They have taken part in a Learning 
for Life lesson with me to help 
them to consider and identify their 
employability skills and qualities 
and to prepare and practise 
answering questions which they 
might be asked during an interview.  
The year 10s also learned about 
what their options are after 
year 11 and about different 
types of qualifications and entry 
requirements.  

A range of different employers 
came into school on 18th June 
and each year 10 had a mock 
interview to help them develop 
their confidence and techniques for 
a job, or apprenticeship interview 
they might have in the future.  
This is also good preparation for 
a sixth form, college or university 
interview. The year 10s attended 
“taster sessions” at local sixth 
forms and colleges along with 
year 10s from other local schools.  
The students had the opportunity 

to try out different subjects and 
courses and to experience different 
learning environments which can 
help them plan what they would 
like to do after year 11. 

Year 8 pupils have completed 
activities introducing them to 
the world of work.  A morning 
was spent considering the kind 
of lifestyle they might like in the 
future and they researched a 
job that they might like to do.  
The year 8s learned about the 
different qualification levels 
and study routes e.g. sixth form/
apprenticeships and made cost 
comparisons against their chosen 
lifestyle and job. We also looked at 
jobs which might exist in the future.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish the year 11s well as 
they follow their chosen further 
educational/career paths. I have 
enjoyed working with you all!

Kim Harris
Careers Advisor

Development of 
anti-bullying work 

in school

Careers

Within Maidenhill School 
we are currently developing 

our anti-bullying awareness work 
and intervention so our community 
is as safe, happy and supported 
as possible. Many elements are 
in progress, such as updating 
our anti-bullying policy, forming 
intervention groups, raising 
awareness, displays, information 
points and training in order to 
achieve a national anti-bullying 
accreditation. 

Part of the training taking place 
is to develop anti-bullying 
peer mentors who will then 
support students who have both 
experienced bullying and shown 
bullying behaviours. These mentors 
have I.D pins and will be made 
known in displays and assemblies. 
Any concerns or worries, please 
speak with a mentor (Hope Collins-
Wright, Daisy Bennett, Peter Bell, 
Eanna Edwards, Shauna Rennolds, 
Chloe Halliday, Abbie Phipps, Tom 
King and Oli Ayre), Community 
Leader, Mr Vale, Miss Parker or 
whoever you are comfortable with.  

As a school we want to stand 
together to say ‘no to bullying!’

Mrs McCloskey recently 
organised a cake sale for staff to 
raise money for the MS charity 
and collected £21 for the local 
branch.  The MS Cake Break 
is an annual occurrence which 
always takes place in May.

Charity Cake Sale

£1855.39 has been raised this school year by students and staff for the 
Community charities. These charities include the RSPCA, The Spring 
Centre, The Meningitis Trust, Shelter, Cancer  charity for Wear it Pink, 
Royal British Legion, UNICEF, The Malala Fund,  Sports Relief, Cats 
Protection League and the Philippines Trust.

Fundraising

Wear it Pink day Sports Relief Zumba



Maidenhill School,  Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel:  01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

Maidenhill Friends

TERM 1

Monday 1st September INSET DAY

Tuesday 2nd September Start of Term 1 (Year 7- 8.45am start; 
 all other year groups 11.05am)

Monday 8th September Y7 and Y9 Photographs

Tuesday 16th September 7pm Maidenhill Friends’ Meeting

Wednesday 17th September Y7 Parents’ Information Evening

Tuesday 23rd September Y10 Parents’  Information Evening

Thursday 25th September Y11 Parents’ Information Evening

Tuesday 30th September 6.30pm Open Evening

Wednesday 1st October 9.15am Open Morning

Thursday 2nd October 9.15am Open Morning

Friday 3rd October INSET DAY

Thursday 16th October Maidenhill Friends’ Quiz Night

Friday 24th October End of Term 1

TERM 2

Monday 3rd November Start of Term 2

Monday 17th November Y7 Tutor Evening

Tuesday 25th November Y9 Choices Evening

Wednesday 26th November INSET DAY

Wednesday 3rd December Y11 Parents’ Evening

Friday 19th December End of Term 2

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Maidenhill Friends ran a refreshment stall at Hairspray, with pre- 
orders for interval drinks. Our next meeting is in September -

do come along – we’ll be planning for the Quiz night in October.

If you are able to help at any of our events, please 
email or phone reception: 01453 822469

Autumn meeting -  16th September at 7pm
Quiz night - 16th October 2014
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Come and enjoy your 
local sports centre.  
If you’ve not visited 
the facility before, 
we’re sure you’ll be 

impressed.  

Work out in the air 
conditioned gym or 
let our instructors 

motivate you, at one of 
our exercise classes.

CENTRE OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC: 

Mon-Fri 
6-10pm
Sunday 

10am-2pm
www.stroud.gov.uk/

sportscentres 

Tel: 01453 824366 
(during opening hours) 


